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1. INTRODUCTION

Contents of this Pack

This pack contains information

about Camp, consent forms that

will have to be completed, signed

and submitted prior to Camp, and

important contact details for the

time that your child is at Camp.

Churches of God

The Camp is organised, run and

controlled by the Churches of God.

These churches are independent

of mainstream denominations, and

have been in existence since the

late 1800’s. Today, Churches of

God are present in each continent,

and there are four churches in the

South Wales Area – Aberkenfig,

Barry, Cardiff and Mountain Ash.

We believe the Christian claim that

life has always been about loving

God and loving others but to begin

a relationship with God, and to

receive his help to love others, we

need to deal with a problem. None

of us is perfect. We all commit

wrongs which form a barrier

between us and God. We need

God's forgiveness. Christianity is

unique in teaching that God

himself came to earth to provide

forgiveness for us. As Jesus, he

died to take the punishment for all

humanity's sin. All God asks is that

we acknowledge our sin, repent of

it, and put our faith in Jesus, his

Son, then forgiveness will be ours

for ever.

For more information see

Churches of God Worldwide:

www.ChurchesofGod.info

Churches of God South Wales:

www.cogsw.info

http://www.churchesofgod.info/
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The Surrounding Area

With rolling hills dotted with patchwork

fields and woodland, stony outcrops

jutting through the green grass, north

Gower is a beautiful place to visit or

stay. North Gower is less visited by

tourists than the areas around Rhossili,

Mumbles and Oxwich, meaning that

even in summer the beaches, and

those close by, are largely free from

litter and large numbers of tourists.

Close to the St Madoc Centre’s own

beach are Broughton Beach and

Llangennith Beach which are well-

known for having good beginner’s surf

all year round. Cwm Ivy Wood, which is

a short walk away, is picturesque

coniferous woodland brimming with

wildlife.

Centre Details

The St Madoc Centre is a

charitably run youth camp set in

76 acres of Britain’s first Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Various groups stay during a

calendar year, some having

stayed here every year for more

than 50 years. All sorts of groups

stay, from schools, to church

groups, youth groups and sports

groups. We will be self-catering

so the excellent food quality is

retained

Camp Site

In 2018 we will be returning to the

purpose built facility on the Gower

peninsula – The St Madoc Centre.

And we’ll be making good use of the

excellent beach only minutes walk

away!
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Consent Forms

There are a number of consent

forms that need to be electronically

“signed” by parents/guardians

included in the pack. These must

be completed on line and

submitted before Camp for each

child. They will be collated and

logged at Registration on the first

day. Leaders will assume that a

form not handed in is equivalent to

consent being withheld. Access is

available to the forms at:
http://camp.cogsw.info/registration

Camp Facilities

The Centre has dormitory-style

accommodation, with digital

coded locks on each door. There

are showers and toilets in each

separate dorm. The kitchen is well

equipped to deal with the

numbers staying and there is a

BBQ area too. There is a large

dining room/main hall, a smaller

meeting area and the “chapel”

too.

There is a separate sports hall,

outdoor dodgeball court, beach

volleyball, large playing field,

woodland walks, bonfire site and

good beaches

Camp Data

We expect to be able to cater for

at least 50 boys and girls and 30

Leaders for the week of Camp.

We take children from 8 to 17

years old. Children should not

arrive at the site prior to 1 pm on

the day that Camp commences

and will leave by 9am on the

departure day

http://camp.cogsw.info/registration
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2. CAMP LOCATION

We hold camp on the north coast of 

the Gower peninsula

The full address is

The St Madoc Centre

Llanmadoc

Swansea

SA3 1DE

Site Phone 01792 386 291

Directions:

Take M4 to J47, head toward 

Swansea · At the next roundabout 

take the right exit signed the Gower 

A484.

At the next roundabout continue 

straight – still the A484 · At the next 

roundabout turn first left onto the 

B4296 - you will pass a Harvester 

restaurant. Here the road goes under 

the low railway bridge. (11ft.) · As 

soon as you go under the bridge, get 

into right lane and turn right at the 

traffic lights on to the (B4295)..

Keep going on this road for several 

miles. Pass through the village of 

Penclawdd.

Eventually you will pass an Esso 

garage on your left in the village of 

Llanrhidian. Drive past the School on 

your right and the Greyhound pub on 

the left. Just past the pub take the 

right turning. 

After a few minutes you will arrive in 

the village of Llanmadoc. Pass The 

Britannia Inn on your right and drive 

up the hill passing the red telephone 

box on your left. You will see a 

prominent white Swiss style house in 

front of you. Take the road that runs 

between this house and the ancient 

village Church building. Do not turn 

right and go down the hill to Cwm 

Ivy.

Half a mile on and you will see an 

entrance to Whitford Bay Caravan 

Park on the right hand side. St 

Madoc CYC is just to the right of their 

entrance.

Lat/Long

51.37.202 N

4.16.020 W

Google Earth

Camp     
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3. CAMP AIMS

We have two main reasons why we hold this

Camp each summer:

1. To give children a great holiday

A week at Camp works both as an addition to a

family holiday, or, for those who are not able to

have one this year, as the main “stay away”

experience in the school holidays.

The different environment children find

themselves in, a countryside surround, away

from their usual haunts and with a different set of

amenities, challenges and experiences, for the

vast majority results in a week that will be

reviewed throughout life with fond memories.

The opportunity to mix with children from different

areas expands horizons and adds a dimension to

their character.

The location of the Camp is remote from other

communities and this allows a peaceful

experience. Safety and security of the children in

today’s challenging world are always at the front

of the Leader’s thoughts.

2. To teach children more about Jesus and

how Christianity is as vital to life today as

ever.

The Camp is organised by the Churches of God

and run using Christian standards. Each Leader

at Camp is a committed Christian, a follower of

Jesus Christ. He is the most important person in

each Leader’s life and they try to live their own

lives according to his teachings.

Whilst the whole Camp is permeated with these

principles, there are also specific times each day

set aside for teaching the children Bible stories

and guidance to assist them as they grow up.

The enclosed example of a timetable shows the

time set-aside for these learning times. These are

not optional sessions, but are very much in the

style of the Church youth clubs that are operated,

and are always fun, easy to learn and based on

advice not brain washing techniques. We believe

that Jesus is alive today and wants a personal

relationship with everybody.
Churches of God, South Wales, Summer Camp 2018
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4. CAMP HISTORY

The Churches of God have been operating Camps

for young people for about 100 years. In South

Wales the Churches first held a Camp in 1917 at

Rhoose. An Elder in one of the Churches gave

permission to hold the Camp on a field he owned,

and it was held there until about 1972. The Camp

commenced on a canvas tent accommodation and

for the majority of time was held as two separate

weeks – one for girls and one for boys. Over time,

the Rhoose facility was developed to incorporate a

block built kitchen area and then about the mid 60’s

chemical toilets were replaced with a concrete block

built structure block with flush toilets.

In 1972 this site was acquired for housing by a

compulsory purchase order, and Camp relocated to

a field adjacent to and owned by the Atlantic College

at St Donats. A timber frame building was

constructed in the woods but was some yards from

the filed and could only be utilized for storage in

between camps. The site brought use of some of the

facilities of the College – the pool, canoes and rock

climbing, but the price for this was a return to a

Marquee for cooking, a cesspit for disposal of all

waste and chemical toilets!

In the late 70’s this facility became unavailable and

after one year on a field at a pig farm outside Barry,

we moved to a field at Boys’ Village, Aberthaw.

There were big advantages – use of their pool,

Dutch barn for some activities and also some

showers. However it still utilized chemical toilets and

being wholly under canvas was exceptionally noisy,

being sandwiched between the power stations and

cement works. A nearby overland electricity pole

though enabled us to buy electricity from SWEB and

we installed electrical items on site for the first time

– such as fridges, freezers, electric light etc.

The condition of the Boys’ Village deteriorated over

time and tenure was insecure – the field we used

was sometimes double booked – and other groups

in the Village could mean unwelcome attention to

Camp. This led us to consider alternatives.

Rhoose

Atlantic College

Boys Village
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At the end of the 80’s there was a return to more basic

facilities for three years as we rented a field off a farmer

near Wick in the Vale. By now electricity was essential

to run Camp – food storage etc. so a generator was

hired.

In the early 90’s we were offered a field near Penllyn,

Cowbridge with storage of the equipment on the

owner’s nearby farm. He was most generous - the field

use was free and he also helped with digging waste

disposal pits etc. Toilet blocks were hired for the first

time, and the electricity usage had risen to such a level

that two generators were having to be hired. There was

even a rustic shower! It was incredible how a field with

a tap from the water trough could be converted into a

sophisticated home for 150 over two weeks. Many have

great memories of this site, although there was a

constant threat of unwanted attention from local youths,

particularly for the girls week. The effort involved in

setting up the Camp was now very significant so

thought processes were turning elsewhere for solutions

The 2001 foot and mouth disease outbreak offered a

chance for reflection. Due to the risk of cross

contamination, we felt it wiser to use an indoor at Glyn

Cornel Centre in the Rhondda. Facilities only allowed

smaller numbers, so the minimum age was raised and

“Camp” ran from Friday through to Tuesday, as a mixed

boys and girls event.

We knew friends in the Church of God in Swindon who

had a potential facility being developed There was

significant conversion work to be carried out, and the

first mixed week in that location happened in July 2002.

Over the years the site was improved significantly with

some great times spent there.

In 2015 we drew a close to that form of Camp, due

primarily to the effort still needed to set Camp up in a

distant location from where the Leaders lived in South

Wales.

The number of children who have been to Camp over

all these years is estimated to be in excess of 10,000

and the current Leaders at Camp have spent well in

excess of 300 weeks in leadership roles at Camp.

Wick Farm

Penllyn Farm

Glyn Cornel

Royal Wootton 

Bassett
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5. 2018 CAMP DETAILS

Leaders/Child protection

Each Leader has been subjected to a Disclosure & Barring

Service (previously CRB) enhanced check and has no

convictions relating to children. This is also the situation for

younger adults (18+) who attend, “Camp Support Workers”.

They are people who attend one of our churches on a regular

basis. A separate Child Protection Policy applies to the Camp

situation. This Policy has been registered with the appropriate

authorities and Leaders have annual update training in Child

Protection procedures, as well as other appropriate and useful

areas – such as Food Hygiene.

Accommodation information

Children sleep in dormitories, which accommodate up to ten

people, exclusively male or exclusively female. The

dormitories all have individual key code locks on the doors to

prevent unauthorised access. Dormitories contain children of a

similar age and children will always be allowed to be

accommodated with their friends. Occasionally if there are too

many friends for one dorm they will need to be divided into two

dorms. Each dorm is supervised by two adult leaders, the

same gender as the children, who either sleep in the dorm with

the children at night or in adjacent rooms.

Health and safety

Safety of the children is paramount and activities are carefully

supervised. However, accidents are always possible and there

are qualified First Aiders available to administer appropriate

advice and, where required, treatment. Where deemed

necessary, in the event of an accident, parents will be

contacted in as soon a time frame as feasible. There may be

occasions when treatment has to be administered prior to this

contact and a suitable consent form is included to permit this

course of action.

Substances which can be abused

There is a zero tolerance policy for recreational drugs, hard

core drugs, alcohol, cigarettes or similar products, glues etc.

Any individual found with these in their possession will be

taken home or their parents asked to collect them. Gambling is

similarly forbidden. Any child who is likely to face any issue

with these restrictions should privately discuss the situation

with a youth club leader before coming to Camp.



Churches of God, South Wales, Summer Camp 2018 11

Medication

Many children will be receiving either a one

off course of medication or some prescribed

drugs that ease their daily life – such as

asthma sufferers. It is clearly dangerous to

have any sort of medication in circulation as

in the excitement some children may omit to

take their drugs or it leaves opportunity for

abuse. Therefore, at the commencement of

Camp, we insist that all medication is handed

in to the Medical Supervisor who will organise

appropriate dispensation thereafter. It is a

serious misdemeanour for children to retain

their own medication, even for older ones

who are capable, as they may fall into the

hands of those who are not capable. Pain

killers should not be brought to Camp. The

Health Information form is where such

information is to be conveyed to Leaders.

Last minute amendments in medication

matters must be conveyed in writing on a

form that the child hands in when arriving at

Camp.

Mobile phones

Mobiles are part and parcel of life today but

the location of the site has very limited signals

and also there is no on-site Wi-Fi available.

Phones do also create opportunity for

unwanted issues to arise, sometimes being

targets for theft or misuse by others or

becoming a method for a child to escalate an

issue out of proportion that would be better

handled by Leaders. They also engender

opportunities for younger children to spend

time thinking about their parents, siblings etc.

at home and become homesick. Therefore,

we recommend that even if there is a signal,

they be used sparingly, at times when a

Leader is able to be available to discuss with

the parent any issues that a child may have.
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Personal belongings and equipment

Many children are reluctant to leave home

without the latest piece of portable

technology they possess. Camp is not an

“electronics friendly environment”. Items can

easily be damaged … or worse and so it is

advised that valuable items of any type are

left safely at home. Recharging opportunities

are more limited than at home too. WiFi is

not available on the site, so connectivity can

only be achieved through any weak GPRS

signal, which comes as a cost to the user of

course. Loud music will not be allowed.

Site access restricted areas

There are certain areas of the site which are

not accessible to campers. Neither is a child

at any time permitted to leave the site unless

with at least one other child and under the

supervision of two or more Leaders.

Discipline

For any organisation to run successfully,

rules are put in place, and Camp is no

different. Some have been referred to

already and children will be made aware of

all of them – it’s not a long list!. In the event

of Camp rules being deliberately broken,

Camp leaders would need to consider

appropriate and proportionate responses.

Continual disobedience or a significant

misdemeanour may result in the child having

to return home from Camp. This is a last

resort and is applied when all other methods

have been attempted. In such

circumstances, which are very rare indeed,

the parents will be contacted to inform them

of the Camp Leader’s decision against which

there is no right of appeal or refund. A form is

included which is signed by both the child

and parent reflecting this position.
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Pocket money

Due to the location of the Camp site it is not

feasible to go off site on organised trips, as

has been done in previous Camps. The

environs of the site will provide plenty of

opportunity to engage in healthy pursuits on

the beach or in the woods. Therefore there is

no requirement for children to bring any

pocket money to Camp.

There is no tuck shop at Camp, but during

the week appropriate refreshments will be

supplied free of charge, such as ice creams,

ice-lollies, candy floss, sweets, crisps etc. It is

not recommended that children bring a whole

range of sweets and pop with them.

Controlling what they consume is difficult.

Luggage

Storage space is limited both on the bus taking

the children to and from Camp and in the

dorms. It is important therefore that luggage is

kept to a minimum number of pieces per child

and that cases are smaller rather than larger! It

is feasible to have a very enjoyable week

without bringing the kitchen sink. It should only

be necessary to bring a case (preferably soft

outer and no bigger than 66cmH x 25cmW x

43cmL), pillow, sleeping bag and a small

piece of hand luggage for travelling on the

coach.

Labelling

It is recommended that important items of

luggage and contents are labelled prior to

leaving for Camp – such as pillows, sleeping

bags. Some children have a remarkable ability

to be completely unaware of what belongs to

them and just as easily misplace clothing – in

such cases it would also help to put name

labels on clothing. We have a daily “lost

property reconciliation” time but many items are

never reunited with their owners as children

seem not to appreciate what they wore the day

before, which towels they were given from

home etc.
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TYPICAL CAMP TIMETABLE

This is a sample timetable. It is not guaranteed 

to be exactly the same and may vary from day 

to day too.

08:00 Wake up!

08:45 Breakfast

09:45 Free Time

10:30 Morning Lesson

12:00 Free Time

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Free Time/competitions/activity

17:30 Evening Meal

18:30 Free time 

20:30 Camp Praise sing-a-long

21:15 Bed time – younger ones.

Coffee Club – older ones

11:00 ish! Lights out 

- an exhilarating but rewarding schedule; 

children are often ‘quite tired’ after a week.

6. USEFUL INFORMATION

Visiting

Parents/carers are encouraged to bring 

their children on the first Sunday and stay 

for a while to look around the site and the 

area.

Camp is open every day for parents etc. to 

visit, but we do ask that:

a) A Leader is informed 24 hours prior or 

as long as practicable beforehand

b) All Visitors sign in prior to walking into 

the Site area.

c) All Visitors inform the Leader as they 

leave

d) Visitors do not interrupt any special 

activity  – such as classes, events etc.

e) No child is taken from the site

f) Under no circumstances will any visitor 

be able to stay beyond dusk.
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What to bring to camp Please don’t bring

Pillow with pillow case Sweets

Sleeping bag Pop

Toiletries Anything expensive

Warm clothes A large suitcase

Changes of clothes

Waterproof coat

Bathers

Towels

Wellies /waterproof footwear

Sensible shoes e.g. trainers

Sun block cream

Torch

Bag to put dirty clothes in.

Clear labelling of ownership will help

prevent confusion
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Transport

Coach details 

Parents are encouraged to bring the children themselves 

but for those who wish to use it a coach will be available 

to take the children

Getting to Camp –

Barry – Pick up Sunday 29th

Barry Memorial Hall 13:00

Aberkenfig – Pick up

Sarn Services 13:30 

Arrive Camp (approximately) 15:00

All children will return home on the coach provided.

Returning Home – (approximate times)

Leave Camp Saturday 4th 08:30

Aberkenfig drop off as above 10:00

Barry drop off as above 10:45 

Contact details

Mobile phones are usually on for the following people:

(signal permitting)

Craig Tidmas Camp Leader 07766 081 099

Daniel Coakley   Cardiff contact 07989 395 204

James Stanley    Barry contact 07903 319 128

Tony Jones Aberkenfig contact       07546 969 069

Contact on the bus – Details will be made available

Contact at Camp – Details to be made available
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Website Details

This information pack, as well as other facts about Camp is available at 

www.camp.cogsw.info

We also have a Facebook page and a Twitter feed (details available from our 

website). During Camp we will post photographs and messages to these pages 

to let you see what’s happening..

http://www.camp.cogsw.info/
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7. INFORMATION

Booking your place

Camp places are available on a first come first served basis. To book 

your place please fill out the online form available here:

www.camp.cogsw.info/registration

If you are unable to use the online registration form please contact 

your youth club leader.

Cost - £155 per child, £60 deposit required

Consent forms

Once you’ve registered you will receive a confirmation email 

containing these forms. Please print and sign these forms and return 

them, along with the correct deposit, to your local youth club. Please 

note that your place will not be reserved if you have not returned 

these forms.

To find out the best method of paying the remaining balance please 

speak to your local youth club leader.

Booking closes on Saturday 30th June 2018.

http://www.camp.cogsw.info/registration
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Outings Detail
During Camp, visits may be made to local beaches, dunes and woodland areas and other places of interest.

Swimming/Water Margin Activities Detail
This may include some swimming in in the sea from the local beaches. Swimming will only take place on  beaches 
recommended by the St Madoc Centre and careful note of conditions prevailing will always be taken. In the sea, 
Camp Leaders will keep a watchful eye on all children and monitor the depth of the water that is being used.  This 
will be effected by always having two leaders in the sea at the furthest limit children are allowed to proceed to. 
Please note on the registration form if your child is unable to swim or needs careful monitoring.

Details of any regular medication, medical problem (e.g. asthma, epilepsy, diabetes, allergies, dietary needs, etc.) or 
disability which may affect the swimming activity need to be completed in the health section of the registration 
form. 

General Camp Activities

There are various normal activities/sports taking place on site  such as football, dodge ball, sports in the sports hall 
etc. which, whilst taking place with leaders nearby, are not explicitly monitored. These are just normal children’s 
activities which have functioned successfully like this for many years. Children are always monitored closely when 
taken off site such as for organised activities on the beach.

While involved in the ranges of activities the children will be under the control and care of the group leader and/or 
other adults approved by the church/organisation leadership. While the staff in charge of the group will take all 
reasonable care of the children, they cannot necessarily be held responsible for any loss, damage or injury suffered 
by any child during, or as a result of, an activity.

Transporting Children
Camp is able to provide transport for children to and from their home towns and for specific activities during camp 
if required. This transport will be by coach and occasionally by car. During transportation the following principles 
will be adhered to:
•All drivers will be recruited under the guidelines recommended in the government publication 'Safe From Harm' 
and will have undertaken a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check .
•Transport will be provided in vehicles that are roadworthy, i.e. with a MOT and appropriate insurance. 
•Seat belts will be worn at all times by all occupants of the vehicle.

Images of Children
During the week of Camp we would like to take photographs and video recordings of children who attend. These 
images may appear in our printed publications, they may be shown in church displays and during promotional 
events.

Conditions of use
•We will not include details of full names (which means first name and surname) of any person in an image on a 
website, or in printed publications, without good reason and only with your express consent.
•We will not include personal e-mail or postal addresses, or telephone or fax numbers on our website or in printed 
publications.
•We may use group images with very general labels, such as "youth enjoying sport".

Details of Camp Activities
We will require your permission to allow your child to engage in day-to-day Camp activities. These 
activities are described below. Once you have read this, you will need to sign the relevant forms –
found on our website. Without these being signed and returned attendance at Camp for your child 
is seriously at risk.
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